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1b  the  CfciwalnifeEa^ 


Public  Health  Department]^ 
Victoria,  Streetj 
BLACKB^Hl'T. 

October,  19‘^5<* 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  &■  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  the 
Annual  Health  Report  for  1944,  which  is  again  in  abridged  form. 

The  year  was  marked  by  tv/o 

’’lowest  over”  records  for  the  Borough,  namely  infantile  and 
maternal  mortality  rates  of  45  and  1,12  respectively.  Tlieso 
rates,  corr^Dared  with  figures 'of  46  (infantile)  and  1.93  (maternal) 
for  England  and  Wales,  are  a matter  for  satisfaction  but  not  for 
complacency.  Every  effort  must  be  made  to  effect  further 
reduction. 

Another  notable  event  was  the 

merger  of  the  Tuberculosis  Schemes  of  the  County  & County  Borough, 
a worthy  example  of  the  Committee’s  appreciation  of  the 
advantages  of  combination  for  health  purposes.  The  a.dvantages^f 
this  merger  arc  dealt  with  in  later  pages  of  this  report. 

The  Hospital  Advisory  Committee, 
set  up  ■ in  February,  1944,  is  now  functioning  actively  ajid  has 
fruitfully  discussed,  inter  alia,  the  arrangements  to  be  made 
locaJLly  for  the  purposes  of  the  Cancer  Act  and  is  now 
investigating  the  orthopaedic  requirements  of  the  area.  In  duo 
course  concrete  proposals  to  meet  these  needs  will  be  submitted 
to  you,  A mag  or  ma.tter  to  which  the  Advisory  Committee  is  to 
give  attention  is  the  preparation  of  a long-term  hospital  policy 
for  the  area.  Though  their  recommendations  to  this  end  will,  no 
doubt,  be  influenced  by  legislation  to  be  enacted  dealing  with 
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tho- Nationc'JL  Health  Service,  certain  points  of  hospital  policy 
m?y  profitably  be  discussed  before  the  receipt  of  bindin,g 
direction,  from  the  Mnistry.  For  instance  the  obstetric 
arrangements  of  the  Borough,  whilst  sound,  are  administratively 
untidy.  Their  efficiency  would  be  considerably  enhajiced  were 
the  various  agencies  dealing  with  maternity  welded  into  one 
clinical  unit.  Again  no  specialist  in  children's  diseases  is 
readily  a.vailahle  for  service  in  the  area  served  by  our 
hospitaJ-s,  This  shortcoming  will  be  met  by  the  association  of 
our  local  hospitals  and  Health  Department  with  the  Chair  of 
Child  Health,  which  is  to  be  set  up  in  Manchester.  These 5 and 
other  matters,  some  equally  and  some  less  inportant,  will,  no 
doubt,  be  the. subjects  of  various  re commendations  to  you  by  the 
Joint  Hospitals  Committee. 

Despite  the  brajee  which  the  V/ar  has  put  on  the  activities 
of  the  Department  nothing  vital  has  been  neglected.  On  the 
other  hand  certain  of  our  activities  ~ pathology,  radiology  and 
the  scope  of  the  venereal  diseases  scheme,  are  but  three  cases 
in  point  - have  undergone  considerable  extension.  Whilst  this 
is  a matter  for  quiet  satisfaction,  much  remains  to  be  done. 
Housing  conditions  have  greatly  deteriorated,  projected 
development's  at  the  Corporation  Hospital  have  been  hold  up,  as 
have  conprehensivo  inprovemonts  in  our  maternity  in-patient 
provision,  and  there  is  need  for  extension  of  the  child  welfare 
consultation  arrangements.  These,  and  other  projects,  anc  of 
necessity  hold  up  both  by  staff  shortage  and  the  many 
restrictions  irposed  by  the  War,  llhch  interesting  work,  therefore 
lies  ^head  of  us. 

I v/ould  dra.v;  your  attention  to  the  loyal  and  conscientious 
mr.jiner  in  which  the  staff,  with  whom  I am  privileged  to  bo 
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associatodj  have  discharged  their  duties  during  the  yearn  To 
then  I on  deeply  indebted  for  their  ungrudging  and  efficient 
co-op erationo 

It  is  again  a pleasure  to  ■'•hank  the  nenbers  of  the  Health 
& Maternity  and  Chi.ld  Welfare  Committees  for  their  ujifailing 
courtesy  and  support.  Their  encouragement  and  sympathetic 
understanding  have  done  much  to  miniL.ise  'the  adiiinistrative 
difficulties  engendered  by  staff  shortage  and  home  enabled  the 
Department  to  function  smoothly  ai.'d  not  v;ithcut  progress c 


I am,  Mr*  Ch  irman.  Ladies , h Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servanyt^  _ 


n l!  n 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1944i 

Ar^a  (in  acres)  8o80 

Population  (estimated  Civil)  1944  IO263O 

Rateable  Value  £748379 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £2967 

Rate  in  £ (Excluding  Water)  1944-45  14 /6d  + 

Gross  Expenditure  on  Health  Services  £93339  + 

Income  on  Health  Social  Services  £495^7  * 

Net  Expenditure  on  Health  So®i|,i  Serviced  £43812 


+ Subject  to  2-2'%  discount  f"or  early  payment 
* This  sum  does  not  include  any  money  received 
through  the  Block  Grant. 

Birth-Rate  l6,7 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child 
birth,  from;- 

Sepsis  0)  0,00  ) per  1000  births  and 

Other  causes  2)  1.12  ) stillbirths 


Still  Births  53 

Rate  per  LfOO©  total  births  29 18 

Death-rate  14.1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  live  births 

Legi  timat  e 39  • 5 

111.  Qgi  timat®  81,3 

All  infants  45«3 

Death-rate  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0.01 

” '•  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  O.OO9 

" " Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  ago) 

(per  1000  births)  1*74 

” ” " Cancer  (all  ages)  1.97 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DUEII\"G  1944 
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SMITARY  CIRCmaSTANCSS . 

V/ATRR  supply/  ' ' ■ ^ ' ■ 

4 

The  tovm  is  supplied  with  an  upland  surface  water  which 
is  adequate  in  quantity 5 and  has 5 during  the  year 5 been  of  a . 
quality  at  least  equal  to  that  of  previous  years. 

A beginning  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  plant  at ' 
Bowlandj  both  to  sterilize  all  water  coming  from  the  Rowland 
Gatiiering  Grounds  through  the  30”  main  and  to  counteract  the 
pluunbo-solycncy  as  far  as  existing  conditions  permit.  Chlorine 
treatment  is  applied  at  all  Reservoir  Outlets. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  both  raw  v/ater  entering  the 
Reservoirs  and  of  water  leaving  the  Reservoir's  after  treatment 
with  chlorine  anc  made  each  week.  Approximately  340  sajrples  ware 
thus  examined  during  19443  and  it  was  on  the  ramest  occasions  only 
that  water  leaving  the  reservoirs  was'  found  to  be  bacteriologically 
unsatisfactory.  : 1 

Twelve  samples  of  water  were  chomicaully  cxcoiined  during  the 

5 ; , 

year  and  gave  "Action  on  Lead  (24  hours )*^  figures  ranging  from 
0.08  minimum  to  O.80  maximumi  The  average  "Action; on  Load"  figure 
v/as  0.29» 

Not  more  than  twenty  houses  in  the  Borough  are  without  f'a 
pipe-  supply.  No  stand-pipes  are  in  use.  - 

MOUSING.  ■ - ■ ■ ' 

■ ■ ■■■  ■ — { 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspoctod  2234 

Number  of  dv^ellinghouses  found  to  bo  in  a state 
so  d-angcrous  or  injurious  to  health  a.s  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  , 4 

Number  of  dv/ellinghousos  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  LocaJ. 

Authority.  ,,  1048 


I 


I 
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Proceedings  u nder  Section  10 o and  l6o  of  the 
Housing  Act,  19 2 

(1)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  212 

(2)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices; 

(©)  By  Owners  l6l 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  35 

proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts; 

(1)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied.  108 

(2)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defdcts 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices:- 

(a)  By  owners  89 

(•  (b)  B;-  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  - 

/ ■'  ■ ■ ■ 'j 

ilUISAHCES  DEALT  WITH;  . ■ 


Dy;ellinghou  s c s 

1887 

Drains 

247 

Bakehouses 

30 

boater  Closets 

186 

Dairies 5 Cov'/she ds 

Pail  Closets 

6 

.■&  Milkshops 

18 

Offensive  Trades 

50 

liifork  shops 

63 

Common  Lodging  Houses 
Other  premises 

14 

188 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  by  tlie  Sanitary  Inspectors 
was  13s 353* 

• At  the  end  of  the  year  action  was  pending  or  work  actually 
in  progress  in  respect  of  premises  upon  whose  owners  informal  (I96) 
and  formal  (2l6)  notices  had  been  served,  ' ' 

OFFmSIVE  TRADES . 

There  are  25  premises  registered  for  the  carrying  out  of 
offensive  trades. 

Six' premises  registered  for  bone-dealing  and  processing 
are  not  now  used  as  such  owing  to  the  Government’s  centralisation 
scheme. 

IHEBSTATIOHc 

Hiring  the  year  ended  31st  December 3 1944 5 the  following 
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v/crl:  of  disini’:  station  was  carried  out;- 
Frer.iisGs  disi'.i'ested  for  bug  or  flea  inf estations- 


Dwellings 

5-2 

Oth::.-  promises 

9 

Troatmcut  ci*  Scabies. 

1^0  r of  ationts  559 


''  ‘ baths 

1076 

DO 

IS!IT  COirTP.OL. 

PRELCTSES . 

."o.  of  >'rentses  Surveyed 

Bn  ell.  ingho  uses 

) 295 ) 

Business  premises 

) 410  ) 

Others 

) 66  ) 

" ''  Jnfc-stcd 

Dw  e llinghou s 0 s 

) 189 ) 

Business  premises 

) 144  ) 

Others 

) 32  ) 

■'  ■ tot  i.ifested 

D^v  ell  inghou  s e s 

( 106  ) 

Business  premises 

) 296  ) 

Others 

) 34  ) 

■'  ■ tujated 

2])w  e llinghou  s 0 s 

) 210  ) including  70 
premises  tes’ 
baited. 

Business  promises 

) 106  ) including  27 
premises  tos 
baited. 

Others 

) 34-  ) including  7 

premises  tos 
baited 

estimated  i'd‘  1 

Rate 

) 1686 ) 

L'lice 

) 210 ) 

Total  No.  of  visits  made  for 

the  purpose 

of  disinfest  at  ■’■.on. 

RIVERS , 

3144. 

-K-,  of  ho.  gassed 

50 

'•  ' n •-  ‘assed 

13 

'■  r,oj-t  ,Jr^ -baited 

130 

t of  • j-'  0..'  •.  tokei'i 

(6.13  oz)  38  lbs. 

5 oz,  (154  baits) 

'■  l bait  taken 

(175  oz)  10  lbs. 

15  oz.  (42  baits) 

Dstima 

ted  Kill:-  Poison 

438 

Gassing 

' so  f.i  'XT-,  f^r  tac  treatment  of  the  RLver  Blalcewater  and  a 

"r  'JL.'  j.  c ’ -/  •-  ilv  wo  D'..rwen. 
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;tood. BIZEJ'L}- 

MILK. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-seven  sajTiples  were  cutrnitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  examinationy  of  v;hich  4 vere  found  not  to  be 
genuine.  In  addition  1020  samples  wire  examined  for  the  presence 
of  dirt. 

The  average  composition  of  samiples  of  mill:  nas  3 “^9^'  of 
fat  and  8.779-^  of  other  solids o 

The  C].ean  Mi3.k  Competition  again  attract ed  a large  nujnber 
of  entries.  Samples  submitted  to  bacteriological  and  chemical 
examination  indicated  satisfactory  rvitliods  of  producticnj  and 


visits  paid  to  farm  premises  prered  the  care  and,  attention  nhich 

the  farmers  are  paying  to  milk  prodcctiohi ' 

OTHSR  poors. 

One  bjjndred  and  eighty-five'  simples  cf  ether  foocis  and 
drugs  were  sent  for  a.nalysis  and  I7  were  3h')Lind  to  be 
adulterated.  App.ropria.'^-e  steps  were  taken  in  each 'of  thednwtter 
cases. 

AKL  FISH. 

(a)  Cattle  Market 

Approximate  number  of  animals  e^c^osed  for  sade;- 

8498  Cattle 3 10531  Sheep 3 57'^!  Calves,  1216  Figs, 

( b ) Put'li c_  -fo-atto  ir . 

The  num.ber  of  animal'-s  sj-aughtered  was  34- ? 292  and  was 

made  up  as  follov/s:- 

Beasts  Sheep  224-0A-.  Calves  5^823  Pigs  73^5  Chats  4. 

One  thousand  th^^ee  hundred  and  fifty-two  animals  showed 
signs  of  Tuberculosis 3 and  23-6  carcases  v/ere  tet-flly  rejected. 
Oa'o  hundred  and  thirty-seven  carcases  we:ce  reiected  for  disea.sen 


do . o th  or  than  tub  er  ; u 3 c s i s ; 
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( c ) Other  Foodstuffs 


Boxes  of  Fish 
Various  tinned  goods 

Preserved  meats 5 Bacon 3 etc. 

Liiscellaneous  items  - 


Cereals  &Co 
Offals 

Fruit  & Vegetables 


664“  + 658  lbs*  loose 

11757 

247-1  lbs. 


2224  lbs. 
694  bag's 
157  cwts. 


( b ) Visits. 


Four  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-one  visits  were  paid 
to  butchers’  shops  &c.  during  the  year. 

FBHTILIZBRS  & FFElDIhG  STUFFS. 


Eleven  sanples  were  takenj  4 of  which  did  not  conform  to 
the  Statutory  Statement.  Appropriate  steps  were  taken  in  the 
latter  cases. 


FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT.  19^8. 

During  the  year  II6  visits  were  paid  to  food  preparing 
premises.  Generally  speaking  both  the  premises  and  methods 
employed  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


IhTECTIQUS  DISEASES . 

VACCIh^TIOIT. 

Of  the  1719  births  registered,  635  children  onl^^  were 
successfully  vaccinated.  The  number  of  exemptions  was  1218, 
COBPOPj^ilOi:  i.OSPITAL . 

Four  'jundred  arid  twenty-one  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  rer.'ioved  to  Hospital.  There  were  7 deaths.  The  average 
;--ur.ber  o^  ho:u  ital  patient-days  was  25«7?  anb  the  average  number 
of  bed:-  occ’Jpiod  v/as  29-6. 
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In  addition  to  the  above 5 77  cases  of  Tuberculosis  v;ere 
treated  of  which  11  died.,  All  bacteriological  specimens  au’e  now 
sent  to  the  central  laboratory  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 

All  cases  (29)  of  Diphtheria  notified  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  There  was  only  one  death  - a case  of  Laryngeal 
Diphtheria  conplicated  by  measles. 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  were,  on  the  whole,  of  mild  type.  Of 
323  cases  notified,  279  were  removed  to  hospital.  Practically 
all  removals  were  in  respect  of  persons  whose  home  circumstances 
did  not  peraiit  efficient  isolation  and/or  nursing  care.  There 
was  one  death  in  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever  following  tonsillectomy, 
Dine  cases  were  admitted  as  Cerebro- spinal  Fever,  and  3 
died  but  one  death  proved  to  be  Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

DY3HHTERY. 

During  the  year  76  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  27 
being  admitted  to  hospital,  all  being  of  a mild  type  - the 
majority  due  to  B.  Sonne. 
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Diphtheria 

29 

- 

- 

38 

9 

14 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

330 

7 

- 

279 

31 

25 

1 

Dry s ip e las 

■ 10 

- 

1 

2 

- ■ 

- 

- 

- 

Dnteric  Fever 

2 

1 

- 

5 

3 

- 

- 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

29 

9 

- 

6 

1 

1 

- 

— 

OphthaXmia 

Deonatorum  ■- 

15 

1 

- 

3 

" 

“ 

- 

I'easles 

1220 

3 

2 

10 

- 

1 

- 

- 

'.Tno  op  ing  Cough 

132 

1 

1 

13 

- 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

49 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

kleningitis 

4 

- 

5 

9 

4 

- 

3 

1 

$ 

0ther 

M 

diseases 

81 

5 

- 

56 

11 

4 

1 

— 

i 

Dotal 

1901 

i 

! 27 

1 

1 9 

i 

421 

1 

i.^, 

59 

46 

1 

7 

2 

p_F  diphtiieria  & 3Caiiljj:t  fwer  . 


OtiG  tlouGarid  five  hunrired  suid  seventy-one  children 
receiver  k.\  :,i-fir.htheria  treatment.  Alum  precipitated  toxoid 
v,a::  t;.e  pi-oplylactic  eir^jloyed  for  younger  children  and  to:coid 
toxin  floccules  for  the  older  children. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION . 

Pei' soriG  inoculated  each  year  from  19^5-1944 
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At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report  55%  Ihs  0-5  age 
group  and  84%  of  the  5-15  age  group  have  been  actively  immunised 
against  diphtheria. 

GiiiiUjRAL  • 

A total  of  1744  cases  of  Measles  was  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Department  by  formal  notification  or  otherwise  during  the 
year.  Although  measles  serum  is  not  used  in  the  Boroughj  immune 
globulin  is  available  for  the  use  of  general  practitioners  and  is 
employed  at  the  Hospital  to  prevent  ward  cross-infection. 

tuberculosis* 

ninety- two  cases  (83  pulmonary  and  9 non-pulmonary ) were 
notified  during  the  year, 

Tliere  were  57  (48  pulmonary  and  9 hon-pulmonary ) deaths  in 

1944. 

Medical  practitioners  referred  321  cases  to  the  Dispensary 
for  examination  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 5 who  also  held  876 
consultations  with  private  practitioners.  Dispensary 
attendances  numbered  2328;  410  X-rav  and  555  Bacteriological 
examinations  v/ere  made.  One  hundred  and  twenty-two  Conts^cts 
were  investigated  at  the  Dispensary.  The  nurse  made  2151  visits 
to  homes  of  patients. 

A total  of  348  artificial  pneumothorax  refills  were  carried 
out  in  the  Borough,  237  at  Park  Lee  Hospital  and  111  at  the 
Dispensary.  Attendarices  for  artificial  light  treatment  of  Borough 
Disj. ersary  cases  totalled  688,  One  hundred  and  nineteen  cases  (112 
p Jjj.onary  ard  7 non-pulmonary)  received  in-patient  treatment  and  at 
t;.e  e?  ■ of  the  year  5^  beds  v;ere  occupied  by  Blackburn  cases.  Five 
rin';:;'..  :rx  cases  received  thoracic  surgical  treatment. 

.■'.ecoer  patients  received  dental  treatment. 
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t/ISRGER  V/ITK  THE  COUNTY . 

Tlie  resources  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  ajnd  of 
Blackburn  were  pooled  on  July  Istj  I9445  and  the  way  in  which  the 
merger  -has  worked  augurs  well  for  the  future c 

Prior  to  the  transfer  I anticipated  that  the  period  of 
transition  might  not  be  without  difficulty,.  This  has  not  been 
the  case.  The  scheme  has  functioned  smoothly  and  the  arrangements 
have  been  harmoniously  co-ordinatedj  neither  of  the  partners  in  the 
scheme  trying  to  profit  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  There  is  a 
free  and-  complete  liaison  between  this  Department  and  the  County 
Tuberculosis  Authority  and  I an  equally  well  informed  now  as  to  the 
position  qua  tuberculosis  as  when  the  Scheme  was  administered  in  toto 
from  this  Department. 

As  regards  the : patients 5 they  now  share  to  the ■ full  complete 
and  excellent  facilities  previously  at  the  disposal,  only  of 
residents  in  the  administrative  county  area.  In  this  connection  it 
should  be-  noted  that  Blackburn  cases  . to  v/hom  I have  spoken  and  who 
have  been  admitted  to  County  Sanatoria  speak  highly  of  the  care  they 
have  received  and  of  the  general  arrangements  made  for  their  well- 
being and  comfort. 

The  new  administration  costs  more  than  did  the  self  contained 
Borough  scheme.  It  is 5 therefore 5 right  to  ask  Vi/hether  the  results 
Justify  the  outlay. 

Bor  the  benefit  of  those  not  conversant  with  the  Tuberculosis 
arrangements  in  Blackburn  before  and  after  the  merger  it  would  be 
well  to  reviev/  the  position  as  it  then  was  and  as  it  nov/  stands. 

In  so  doing  I 7/ould  ennhasize  that  your  -tuberculosis  service  prior 
to  the  combina.tion  was  of  a .standard  higher  than  might  be  expected 
in  any  community  of  moderate  size  and  of  proportionately  limited 
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finaiicial  and  material  resources. 

'The  facilities  then  available  included  a Dispensary 
for  diagnostic 5 observation  and  '’clearing  house"  purposes. 
Forty-four  beds  vvere  providedj  32  at  Park  Lee  Hospital  and  12^ 
on  a contractual!-  basis,  at  Meathop.  Such  special  cases  as  those 
requiring  e.g.  orthopaedic  treatment  or  major  thoracic  surgery 
v/ere  accommodated  in  other  Sanatoria  as  and  when  vacancies  could 
be  found  for  them.  No  contractual  arrangements  were  available 
to  this  end.  Fhe  original  scheme  lacked  in  that  beds  were  not 
readily  available  for  the  treatment  of  specialised  forms  of 
tuberculosis. 

'.Vhat  is  the  position  now?  The  beds  previously  at  our 
disposal  of  right  have  been  thrown  into  a joint  bed-pool  which 
gives  accommodation  to  1193  patients  in  19  institutions.  The 
staffing  of  the  County  Institutions  is  of  a high  order  and 
includes  visiting  specialists  in  orthopaedic,  geni to -urinary , 
thoracic,  and.  indeed,  in  every  branch  of  medicine  and  surgery 
likely  to  be  of  assistance  in  dealing  with  tubercular 
conditions.  Further  the  County  provide  through  their  Tuberculosis 
Department  (though  at  the  cost  of  the  General  Health  Fund) 
facilities  for  dealing  with  such  non- tubercular  pulmonary 
conditions  as  bronchiectasis,  new  growth,  etc.  In  the  past  little 
of  a corprohensive  nature  was  at  the  disposal  of  Blackburn 
patients  a -fin ring  from  conditions  such  as  these  which  give  rise 
to  ar.xicty,  suffering  arid  incapacity  no  less  than  that  associated 
v/i  s-.  ' b-^rc  1-'.  r infection.  The  Borough  is  now  a fortunate  partner 

h-  a ii r dispensary,  institutional  and  consultant 

-y  cc'ers,  not  only  tubercular  disease  in  all  its  forms, 
o V/' ' - Variety  of  non- tubercular  chest  conditions. 
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The  Hea-ltli  Committee  is  to  congratulatvod  on  the  wise 
and  far-seei.hg  m.enner  in  which  it  is  now  epproaching- the -.pnoblem 
of  tuberculosis o Your  action  is  being  followed  with  great  interest 
by  other  authorities  and  there  is  little  doubt  th-an  when  area 
planning  of  hoo,3.th  services  becomes  a r-Dality  our  joint  tuberculosis 


scheme  may  wall  ser/e  a..:-  a patterno 

It  shcu.ld  not  be  thcught  that  the  union  was  effected  without 
difficulty,  Tiose  of  the  Health  Committee  v/qo  t^'ok  part  in  the 
first  official  discussion  with  County'  r.eoresentatives  at 
V/rightington  Hospital  two  and  a ha3f  years  ago  will  remember  that 
staff  “Shortages  and  otlier  war-tim.e  conditions  vSer;‘.ously  threatened 
to  delay  the  merger  until  at  least  .some  consicle; e:\ble  time  after  the 
cessation  of  hostil:tieso  lliat  the  two  serv.i.ces  have  been 
amalgamated  so  c, :peditiouGly  ajid  smeoth]:;.  is  do-C  to  the  realistic 
and  understanding  manner  in  which  the  representa''tives  of  the 
Blackburn  Health  Ccmmlttee  and  of  Counly--' ''Tuberculosis  Committee 

tackled  the  proposal,  thinughout.  ho:,  hics'ant  Too:  was  untiring  in 
his  efforts  (both  at  tiie  foornal  joint,  rnc.^tirgs  "f  the  tv/o 


Committees  and  in  the  course  of  numoo-ous,  discussions  vm'-th  your 
officials  to  settle  points  of  ad.^.trn  strative  dntail)  to  le'uel 


existing  obstacles 
26 6 /T 


and  to  anticipa'i'e  possible  difficulties , 

. LTiINTEIhNCH  ALLOhTTCES  HOB  FATIENTS  AND 
nEPJuIIAHTS: 


Or.  the  Isu  Ju3.y5  19443  (the  date  upon  which  the  administration 
of  Blankburn  County  Booough  's  Tiberouj.osi  s'  scheixie  wa.s  taken  over  by 
the  Lancashire  County  Council)  ten  patlentst v/er:.  receiving 
maintenance  ..allowances  and  one  patient  v;as  receiving  discretionary 
allowance 3 i:n  addition  = 

Turing  the  six  months  ended  3-4st  recemb.i'-'’,  19"-745  the 
following  applications  v/ere  dealt  with  (exclLudlng  tdiose  mentioned 
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above ) 

■rtTor lications  received 

Eligible  and  assessment  made 

Ineligible  according  to  conditions 
of  Iuemo.266/T,  of  Ministry  of 
Health 

TOTAli  applications  received 


Maintenance  Discretionary  Special 


Allowance; 
21 


_Z 

28 


^llpjv^pjj. 

5 


.S 

10 


a 

1 


Average  grant  per  w’eek  per  eligible  applicant  (incJ.uding  those 
already  in  receipt  on  1st  July  1944) s- 


Llaintenance  allowances 
Discretionary  allowances 
Special  payments 


£1 


7 10 
2 11 
3 6 


Total  num.ber  of  patients  transferred  from  Public  Assistance  Out- 
relief  to  Tuberculosis  Maintenance  Allowances  3 

Gross  amo'unt  of  allowances  payable  w'eekly  to  patients  on 

December  1944,  £33  13 

Total  number  of  patients  who  received  allowances  during  the 
six  months  ended  31s't'  December  1944:- 


5 


Maintenance  allowances 
Discretionary  allowances 
Special,  payments 


1 


Total  number  of  individual  patients  receiving  allowajices  of  one 
kind  or  another,  or  in  combination,  on  31^1  December  21 


"otal  amount  paid  during  the  six  months  ended  3I&I  Decembe.r  1944:- 

£559 
8 
1 


I.![a.intenance  allowances 
Discretionary  allowances 
Special  payments 


3 10 
3 4 

8 0 


TOTAL  payments  - 1st  July  to  31st  Decembe.r  1944 
(excluding  refunds  and  transfers  to  P ^A  oCe, ) £568  15  2 


The  Government  scheme  of  a.llov/ances  develcped  during  1944 
on  much  the  same  lines  as  in  the  Administrative  County.  Tne 
records  of  applicants  for  allowances  are  kept  by  the  County 
CoiaiiCil,  who  nov/  also  make  the  assessment.  For  convenience, 
hov/ever,  payment  is  still  made  to  patients  by  the  Borough 
Trea.m:,rcr  of  Blackburn.  The  administration  o'^  the  scheme  is 
v/orkirg  .smoothly. 
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vimmEkL  DisaA.sEs . 

Appended  are  particular g of  cases  treated  under  the 


Council's  Scheme  during 


Ro  V al  Inf  i rnia  r y , 

M 

F 

Total 

'New  cases  - Von e. real 

3,14 

91 

205 

- No n- V en er  e al 

. 221  . 

.183 

404 

Discharged,  cured. 

2i7 

254 

511 

Ceased  tc  attend 

49 

,,  71 

120 

Transf e.rred  to  ether  Centres 

3^ 

3:’- 

67 

Attendances 

13610 

lii-patient  treatment 

11 

6 

17 

Health  .Department, 

New  cases  - Yererea.l 

19 

19 

" Non- V venereal  ' ' ■ - 

80 

80 

-Discharged  cured 

... 

44 

44 

Ceased  to  attend 

3 

3 

Transferred  to  other  Centres 

- 

2 

2 

.attendance  3 

. 

■ « 

0- N 

cn 

o^ 

1 —  1 

In-patienw.  treatm.ent 

- 

- 

- 

ill  defaulters  , are.  follcwsd  up„  The  procedure  in  recent 
cases  of.,  inf  t>ction  is  tha'o  letters  are  sent  to  defaulting 
patients  within  ..two  weeks  of  their  last  attendance.,  In  chronic 
cases 5 three  letters  a.re  sent  at  monthly  intervals- 

If  the  defauJ.ter  offers  c.  paltry  encuse  for  non- 
attendance , persoiicu-  let'  -er  is  sent  oy  the  venereologist 

stressing  the  importa.nce  of  contijiuing  treatment, 

k:s^;/v^iL31 

nineteen  females  were  each  the  sub,“oct  to  one  Form  I 
notification:,  v'?=in  of  these  contacts  were  traced,  and  five  were 
brought  'XCider  ureatment. 

One  woman  v/as  the  subject  of  t“;VO  Form  I no ti.fi c a.tions » 
Following  an  intervie'.v  by  a member  of  the  staf.f 
treatment  '.vithout  service  of  Form  II  roticSo 


she  accepted 
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IvIATZRNITY  & CHILD  V/ELFAHE . 

a:;t3^::atal  cliyic  . 

One  hundred  and  ninety-three  sessions  were  heldj  at 
which  729  cases  made  4522  attendances. 

FOSr-hATAL  CLIhIC . 

Forty-three  sessions  v;ere  held,  and  I39  cases  made  342 
attendances.  Fighty-three  cases  were  abnormal. 

i<— 1-0 1/ -LV jhO  . 

Sinty-eight  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice 
during  the  year.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  medical  aid  forms 
were  received* 

I.lID'i/IVES  ACT 19  T6  . 

Turing  the  year  the  Municipal  Midwifery  Service  dealt  with 
519  mid'wifery  cases  and  107  maternity  cases.  Ante-natal  visits 
to  patients  homes  numbered  18575  there  were  7406  visits  to 

midwifery  cases  and  1558  visits  to  maternity  cases.  Two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten  visits  were  made  at  the  Ante-natal  Clinic 
and  at  the  Ilurses'  Home. 

SPHIHGFIILD  MATaHHITY  HQMiE . 

Four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  cases  were  admitted,  and  the 
avera,  e 'duration  of  stay  v;/as  14  days.  Four  hundred  and  one  cases 
v/ere  delivered,  351  by  the  staff  and  50  ly  doctors.  There  were 
no  ;..a -ernal  ueaths.  There  were  7 stillbirths,  and  4 babies  died 
v/i  ■ - : It  day... 

>-  V . - y-two  arite-natal  clinic  sessions  v/ere  held  and  2975 
a ■ e;  were  made  (357  first  visits,  and  2618  re-attendances). 

-.verc  a-imitted  for  ante-natal  treatment. 

«.  i, j.  _ ■ .0.51 1 . AL . 

O'  O'iSari'-  d//o  hurajred  arid  twenty-siz  maternity  cases 


1 
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were  admitted  during  the  year 5 and  the  average  duration  of  stay 
Was  11.4  da^^^'s.  One  thousand  one  hundred  and  twent^^-vuine  cases 
were  delivered,  988  by  midwives  and  141  by  doctors^  Ihere  were  no 
maternal  deaths. 

There  were  37  stillbirths,  and  30  babies  died  v/ithin  10  days 
of  birth. 

FUEHFTBAL  PYHEXIA. 

Twenty-nine  cases  were  notified,  9 which  resided  in  the 
Borough.  Eighteen  cases  occurred  in  institutions.  None  of  the  9 
cases  died. 
i'.IA.TEBI.AL  TBATKS . 

Two'  deaths  of  Blackburn  women  occurred  in  the  Borough  due 
to  or  associated  with  childbirth.  The  causes  of  death  were  as 
under “ 

(1)  Primipara,  aged  21,  Died  from  septicaemia  following 
mechanical  interference. 

This  death  was  preventable. 

(2)  Primipara,  aged  36.  Cause  of  death,  ' *’Post-Partum 
Haemorrhage'  Pulmonary  anbolism, 

It  is  possible  that  this  death  might  have  been  prevented. 


Seventy-one  cases  of  stillbirth  were  notified,  ^4-  of  which 
were  Borough  cases  and  I7  out  of  the  Borough. 

.^ijO— -I ^iiiA-Lno  . 

Bcrwy-five  infant's  died' vi/ithin  two' months  of  birth. 

r -Tuii-  -fi  — J — r -fi-i  -i-o  . 

Zcere  v/ere  65  premature  births  during  the  yearn. 

j — -■-O.r^.—rU-i.L'— y , 

Dj.ring  -she  yearn  rhere  7iere  78  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
yearn  of  agsi  Zuis  figure  gives  an  infantile  mortaZity  rate  of 
45  per  1000  live  birth~s''’rsgistered. 
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OFHTI-LUjI.Zri  Fi^ONATOHUIvi . 


Fifteen  cases  "were  notified  during  the  year.  Tv;o  of  the 
cases  diedj  one  from  cystitis  and  pyelitis,  and  the  other  from 
gastro- enteritis  0 

LliTFFIIITY  A CHILD  ^TELFARE  CENTRES  . 

'There  v/ere  379^67  attendances  and  7^25  consultations  with -j 
doctors.  ■'  . 

ZiqDectant  mothers  made  865  attendances. 

D.LUijTAL_  T?u^LiATI'ijJiii[T « 

'Ihe  Dental  Surgeons  held  39  sessions  for  Maternity  cases, 
at  which  111  mothers  and  17  children  were  treated, 

--FjAj-iTh  Visitors  » '■ 

Tlie  Health  Visitors  made  ‘a  total  of  I8565  visits  during'  .l| 
the  year,  and  assisted  at  1400  clinics, 

SUPPLY  , OF.  I.JLK  FREE  OH  AT  LESS  THAN  COST  PRICE . 

Seventy  nev;  cases  were  dealt  with  during  .-the  year,  and 
there  were  25  cases  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A 
total  of  47978  lbs.  of  dried  milk  was  supplied  during  the 
period  ’under  review, 

IHFAZ'T  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

I.'ine  nev;  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Two 
cases  removed  from  the  Borough,  and  3 returned  to  their  parents 
or  relatives.  Thirteen  cases  remained  on  the  register  at  the 
er.u  of  tno  year.  All  the  children  are  satisfactorily  housed  and] 
'■•are  ^ for, 

f r..;  i'  1 A^ ^ ..^Tj^jRhlTY  HOIi/iSS  . 

Do  • ew  Uursing  or  Maternity  Homes  v^ere  opened  during  the 

yeer. 


e ■xxTar.gements  made,  in  collaboration  with  ‘bhe  Minis'bry] 
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& Salford  Methodist  Mission), 


The  Diocesan  Council  maintain  two  homes  in  the  Boroughj 
namely  the  Moral  V/elf  are  Shelter. ^ . which  provides  temporary 
shelter  for  homeless  girls  pregnant  or  otherwisCj  and  the 
Viewfield  Hostel,  Viewfield  can,  accommodate  eight  unmarried 
mothers  and  their  babies  and  also  receive  four  children 
unac  coop  allied  by  their  mothers,  but  vi/hose  mothers  have  previously 
been  housed  in  Viewfield,  The  Diocese  also  miaintains  extra- 
Borough  homes  to  which  Blackburn  girls  are  from  time  to  time 
admitted,  A Social  Worker  employed  by  the  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare 
Council  interests  herself  in  the  we], fare  of  local  expectant 
urmiarried  mothers  and  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  Health 
Department.  Similarly  the  Queen *s  Hall  Sisters  are -active  in 
their  came  of  this  class  of  girl. 

During  the  year  there  were  63  ille.gitimate  births 5 of 
which  number  4 died.  Fifty-eight  of  the  mothers  received  ante- 
natal care  either  at  Clinics  provided  by  the  Council  (43)5  from 
private  doctors  (3)?  or  from  midvivos  (12),'  Confinement  of  fifty- 
one  cases  took  place  in  institutions 5 the  remainder  being  delivered 
at  hom.e.  As  regards  the  offspring 5 45  are  being  maintained  o 
by  the  mother  and  5 ly  He  mother's  parents.  The  remainder  (I3) 
-ave  been  legally  adopted,  A.11  the  children  are  follov^/ed  up  as 
- cutine  Child  7/elf  are  cases, 

ArOPTIOH  OF  CHILDHFN, 


During  the  year  27  children  were  adopted  by  Blackburn 
aenms.  Prior  to  the  adoption  orders  being  made  full 
—u.es  ane  made  as  to  the  home  circumstances  of  the 
receive  adopters.  It  is  unf orfraate 5 however 5 that  equally 


a.aic  m^orm3.tion  is  not  availabj.e  as  to 
6pi.^:psy,  or  mental  instability 3 of  the 


femilial  history 5 
prospective  adoptee. 
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of  Labour  and  National  Service ^ for  the  registration  of  women 
suitable  as  "child  minders"  for  the  care  of  young  children  of 
v/omen  engaged  on  work  of  national  importance,  has  been  continued 
during  the  year. 

Luring  the  year  .223  applications  were  forwarded  to  the 
Local  branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  as 
being  suitable  for  the  work  after  their  home  environuent  had 
been  investigated  by  the  Health  Visitors,  Sixty-five  women  were 
taken  off  the  register  having  commenced  work  or  for  other  reasons 
leaving  456  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year,  Hie  number 
of  children  nursed  by  child  minders  is  404. 

PREtlATURE  INFANTS. 

Prematures  born  in  hospital  are  there  retained  until  their 
physical  condition  is  such  that  the  mother,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  health  visitors  and  other  resources  of  the  Health 
Lepartmient,  might  reasonably  be  e^^pected  to  rear  the  children  at 
home . ■ ■ 

Luring  the  year  68  premature  births  were  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  department  - of  that  number  27  died.  Nineteen  of 
these  deaths  occurred  within  seven  days  of  birth  and  14  of  them 
took  place  in  hospital  where  the  mother  had  been  confined. 

^^ecial  oversight  of  premature  children  who  are  nui'sed  at 
home  is  exercised  by  the  health  visiting  staff.  Electric, 
blarliets,  hot  v/ater  bottles,  additional  clothing,  etc.,  r^xe 
available  as  required.  . 

C/iRE  OF  ILLEGITIMiATE  CHILDREN . 

Arrars-emerits  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children 
beer,  r.aae  v/itii  uhe  Liocesari  Moral  V/elfare  Council  axiO  v. 
vpeer. b-cll  Lissior;  (acting  in  association  ve/ith  the  u' 
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V/AR  Tim  NURSERIES. 

The  arrangements  are  a®  set  out  in  the  Report  for  194-3 • 


' 'ACCIRBNT’I  AMBUIJ^IICE  SERVICE . 

During  the  year  the  ambulances  dealt  with  6635  cases 5 
and  travelled  30?l8l  miles  in  so  doing. 

‘The  ambulances  were  called  as  follows  ;~ 


Medical  Practitioners 

Police 

Others 


833 

1154 

4648 


Analysis  of  removals 


Such 

Convalescent 
Accidents 
Ma.ternity 
Ivli  s c ellane  ou  s 


3255 

1944 

997 

253 

186 


ho„  of  cases  in  which  First  Aid  was  rendered  826 

" " from  outside  the  Borough  3^2 

The  Novox  Resuscitator  apparatus  was  used  in  12  cases. 


